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We Shine the Light on DeSmet School 
News! 

By Zach Sandau 
 

Red Ribbon Week was a Blast! Red Ribbon was October 22-26. Each 

day students’ had a different theme about “Saying, No to Drugs” by 

wearing something different each day.   Monday was “Red Day” in 

honor the start of Red Ribbon Week, Tuesday was “Hats Off” to not 

doing Drugs Day. Wednesday was “Crazy Sock Day” in honor of 

“Sock it to drugs.” Thursday was “Western Day” by giving drugs the 

boot.  Friday was “Sports Day” was to team up against drugs. The 

students also competed in a door contest. The best door received a 

prize. The winners of the door contest were the Kindergarten and 

sixth graders. The classes won a popcorn and movie party.  Friday 

was the last day of a fun Red Ribbon Week. The week finished off 

with an informative assembly against drugs. 

 

By Hunter Burrell  

 The publishing field trip was a great success! We saw how they get 

the paper out at the end of the week by working 24/7 and how they 

ship the paper to people who want the product. Also we learned 

how they got their information for the paper. The Missoulian was 

founded in 1885 and their first printer was brought in on horseback 

from Butte, Montana. They print 7,000 papers a day! They have 

these special machines to print, turn soft backs, into hard backs, to 

print magazines, and they even have one machine that packs the 

paper for shipping to major companies. All their papers that are 

placed on your door step are packed by hand. Thanks, Missoulian 

for a great field trip! 

 

By Isaiah Silveira 

IBEY Nursery and Knife River Construction provided our school 

with a grant to fix our playground. Several workers from IBEY 

nursery and Knife River repainted our blacktop and put gravel 

underneath the swings.  Knife River gave our school the gravel and 

used their dump trucks to haul it to our school.  IBEY nursery 

brought their own little CAT to pick up the gravel, to dig 

underneath the swings and replace it with the new gravel.  Thank 

you, IBEY Nursery and Knife River Construction, for all your 

generous help of beatifying our playground.  You can visit our 

school website to see more photos. Thank you, IBEY Nursery and 

Knife River Construction! 

Before 

After 
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By Tyler Wilson 

 Scott Johnson of the Missoula Rotary Club visited DeSmet, giving each of the DeSmet third grade 

students a dictionary. This reporter interviewed several of the third grade students who received 

dictionaries. The student Denten says, “I like that it has all the presidents.”  Tegan said, “I likes all of 

the maps.” Isa commented, “I can now learn how to spell new words.” Kieler says, “I like how it has the 

longest words in history.”  All of the third grade students liked their dictionaries and would like to 

thank the Missoula Rotary Club for coming to our school. 

 By: Dylan Arnold 

Conferences at DeSmet School were on the 8th of November. The 8th grade had a bake sale to raise 

money for the 8th grade field trip. The Booster Club also raised money at conferences by selling 

tickets for a wreath raffle and by selling T-shirts. Middle school teachers said “The conferences were a 

great success.”  Mrs. Andres the school principal even agreed. DeSmet parents, thank you for 

attending our conferences and making them a great success. 

 

 By Nathen Mallo 

There were a lot of festivities here at DeSmet on Halloween day. The students 

enjoyed a parade. Each student received treats from each class as they 

paraded around the school. All of the classrooms had a party. Parents and 

teachers brought in treats for the students. Even the cafeteria prepared a scary 

meal for the school lunch. Students and staff featured their best Halloween 

costumes at the end of the day. Everyone had fun on Halloween at school. 

 

 

By Brian Bishop 
 

The Halloween dance was the 26 of October. 
Tickets were $4 advance and $5 at the door. There 
was a D.J and pizza, along with drinks. We played 
limbo at the dance. A lot of people dressed up in 
costumes. The 7th graders sponsored the dance. 

Thank you 7th grade for the wonderful dance! 
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 By Tyler Wilson 
 

On October 26th there was a Raptor assembly.  Raptors are birds of prey.  

The staff member from the refuge brought 4 different types of raptors.  

The first bird that she showed us was a Saw Whet Owl.  She explained to 

us where it lived and what it ate.  She then showed us a Red Tail Hawk, 

Golden Eagle and a Grey Horned Owl. She explained to us how these birds 

came to the refuge and why they couldn’t leave. She gave us many facts 

about these raptors to help us understand them. One of the birds escaped 

the lady’s grasp and flew to the other side of the gym.  It was exciting and 

scary all at the same time!  We all cannot wait to see what she brings next 

year.  Thank you, Raptor Refuge for coming to our school!  

 By Gwen Charles 

Guess what? Thanksgiving break was a fun event. So how did you spend 

your break? Some of students and their families went to family reunions, 

traveled, but many of the students just chilled out. Several teachers and 

staff members did the same thing as the students; plus worked. With 

everything going on everyone at DeSmet, was defiantly busy in a good 

way. Just remember how much fun we all had. Padre Beacon Newspaper 

Staff hopes that everyone had a really awesome break and a super fun 

break. Speaking from this reporter’s point of view and all the Padre 

Beacon Staff’s experience, we all had fun during the break! 

By DeSmet Booster Club 
 
Thank you for sending in all of those “Box Tops for Education” labels!  Overall, we collected an 
impressive 1,959 Box Tops for DeSmet School in November. We would like to congratulate the 
4th grade class on turning in 504 Box Tops and winning the pizza party! 
 
We would also like to Thank Univision, Wingate, Missoula Animal Control, Lithia, American 
Eagle Instruments Inc., CM Mfg., 4G Plumbing, Direct TV, and the Clark Fork City Church for 
allowing us to place Box Top collection boxes on site.  We really appreciate all those Box Tops 
and their support!   
 
Thank you for all of your support and please remember to keep submitting those Box Tops 

throughout the year to help earn money for DeSmet School!   
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By: Dylan Arnold 

This years “School Thanksgiving Lunch,” the 8th graders decorated 
the gym/cafeteria and served the lunch for the whole school. This 
lunch included a bit of turkey and potatoes, stuffing and green 
beans, a roll and finally, a slice of delicious pumpkin pie with 
whipped cream. The younger grades also helped by making 
pinecone turkeys for center pieces on the tables. This years 
Thanksgiving went really well and many kids went with full bellies. 
Students say that this Thanksgiving was a great success.  They 
enjoyed every bit! Thank you to everyone who made this 
Thanksgiving Lunch a great success!  

By Gwen Charles 

The trout eggs are already hatching! The advanced science 
class went to the trout hatchery on the 28th of November. 
The Advance Science Students milted the male trout and got 
to see all the different stages of trout, starting as adults then 
back to eggs. We saw how they got the eggs from the adults 
that were ready to be milted and spawned.  We also got to 
feed the fish.  The tour was detailed and nothing was left out. 
You can see the baby eggs on the schools live trout cam on 
our school website by going to the activities, then clicking 
on special events and photos. Click the trout at the bottom 
or look at the trout in the covered tank in Ms. Van Sickle’s 
class room. Enjoy seeing the eggs hatch and “jelly bellies” 
mature. Grow baby fishies grow! 

Thank you to everyone who voted and help make this year’s Yearbook contest possible. Special thanks to 

Miss Mitchell and Mrs. Keys.  We are pleased to announce this year’s winners after 2 weeks of voting. The 

winners are: 

Kindergarten – Talon Bishop      1
st
 Grade – Emma Gardiner          2nd

 Grade – Mataya Higgs      

3
rd

 Grade – Kieler Hudson            4
th

 Grade – Madison Crandall        5th
 Grade – Michelle Leonard 

   6
th

 Grade – CP Gutierrez      7
th

 Grade – Mariah Merritt           8
th

 Grade – Shaiann Collins 

 

This year’s competition was very close.  There were so many beautiful drawings, making several of the 

winners winning by narrow margins.  The winner will receive a certificate that is good for $4.00 off on the 

purchase of their year book and their picture will represent their class’s introduction page in the yearbook. 

Thank you from this year’s Year Book Committee to everyone who entered! Congratulations to this year’s 

winners!   
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So…some turkeys escaped with their lives!  (Some 
people ate ham!)  Hope you had an enjoyable 
Thanksgiving and ate yummy dinners. Let’s talk turkey… 
 
Eating healthy isn’t that difficult.  You can eat better just 
by not eating as much.  I googled the top 10 foods to 
avoid because of fat/calories/carbs etc.   Here is what I 
found… 
1)  French fries (I know, this made me cry!) 

2)  Doughnuts 

3)  Potato Chips  

4)  Bottled Fruit Smoothies 

5)  Pop 

6)  Blooming Onion (2310 calories/134 fat/241 carbs!) 

7)  Prime Rib (I cried again.) 

8)  Fried Cheese Sticks 

9)  Pancakes with Butter and Syrup 

10) Pop Tarts & Pastries 

The experts (and me!) say to eat in moderation which 

means…eat a little bit of everything.  Good to remember 

as we head into the Holiday Season!  

 

By Julyan Standing Rock and Isaiah Silveira 

Mrs. Andres would like to remind everyone that Box Tops contest ends at the end of 
November. The Booster Club is sponsoring the contest. The class with the most Box Tops 
labels gets a pizza party. 
 
Parent teacher conferences were a great success! If you need to talk to any of your children’s 
teachers between now and the next conference, please call the school. 
 
Great big thanks to the group of U of M students. Thank you also to IBEY Nursery and Knife 
River for all the playground repairs and upgrades! Our playground looks great! The students 
are really enjoying themselves. 
 
Remember to mark your calendars for the music and band concerts on December 13th! 
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 By Mikayla Bronec 
 

Election Day for America was the sixth of November, but for DeSmet School our election day was 

Monday the twelve of November.  At DeSmet students were voting for student council. The student 

council consists of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasure, Historian and class represent 

ivies from the grades 4-8th.  A student council member has to have a 3.0 or higher in grade point. 

They can only miss two consecutive meetings and one detention each quarter; if they break any of 

these rules the runner up will fill the position.  The middle school students voted for the person they 

wanted to represent the student body. The candidates for the president’s position of 8th graders are 

Forrest, Mikayla, and Julyan. The candidate for Vice President on student council was Vincent in 

7th Grade.  The candidates running for Treasure were Kyla and Liliya in 7th grade. The candidates 

running for Secretary were Angelica in 8th grade, in 7th grade and Liliya in 7th grade. Congrats to 

the students that won! Mikayla in 8th grade is now the student council president! Vincent in 7th 

grade is the student council vice president! Kyla in 7th grade won treasurer! Angelica in 8th grade is 

now the student council secretary! Forrest in 8th grade is the 8th grade representative! Liliya in 7th 

grade is the 7th grade representative!  Gwen in 6th grade is the 6th grade representative! Congrats 

to all that won! 

 

 

 

By Zach Sandau and Colten Shoen 

 

The leadership club is starting their mentoring program.  The 

Kindergarteners and the 6
th

 graders had a movie and popcorn 

party, because they were the winners of the Red Ribbon Door 

Contest. 

 We wish everyone a joyful Holiday! We are had our 

Community Holiday Meal on December 5th.   We 

hope that you all had a great time.  The DeSmet 

students and staff holiday meal will be on December 

21st.  We hope you will enjoy your feast and have a 

great Holiday and a Happy New Year! 

-Miss. Kim and Miss. Ashley  
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Kindergarten 
Kindergarten had a fantastic time at our first holiday celebration. We are 

looking forward to talking about all that we are thankful for this month. 

We have been busy learning a new letter each week and transforming it 

into something fun. 
 

1st Grade 
Conference went great! We had an 87% turn out! This month we are going 

to work really hard on getting our hand writing to look wonderful! For our 

Thanksgiving celebration we are going to churn butter and bake bread. 

After Thanksgiving we are going to learn about Native American people, 

who they are and where they live. For the Month of December we are going 

to learn about how different people celebrate Christmas around the world. 

We also are comparing and contrasting Ginger Bread stories. 
 

2nd Grade 

Wow! This year has flown by! November has been so busy with MAPS 

Testing, AR, Accelerated Math, IXL, report cards, and parent teacher 

conferences! We will celebrate Thanksgiving with the 3rd grade and study 

Native American creation stories for Storytelling month and include other 

cultures as well. Also, we will have a beautiful lunch provided by the school 

and finish the day with gift making for our parents. December in the 2nd 

grade will include learning about Christmas all around the world! Each 

week we will study different ways countries celebrate the season as well as 

taste their goodies! Here's wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season 

and a bright new year! 
  

3rd Grade 

Third grade is trying to make the Grinch smile for Christmas by working 

on noise level and being kind.  In January the 3rd grade will have a student 

teacher in their class room. They are excited to have the student teacher. In 

math they are learning different ways to graph data. In reading they are 

learning how to write “how to’s” and will demonstrate their “how to’s” 

that they made up.  In Social Studies 3rd grade is learning about different 

communities. In science, the 3rd graders are learning about space.   
 

4th Grade 
November is the month of manners. The fourth graders are practicing 

using their best manners. They are saying please, thank you and, excuse 

me. When they fill their jar they get to have a very special tea party. 
 

5th Grade 
They are working on 2 and 3 digit multiplication and division in math. In 

reading they are reading a novel called Surviving “The Apple Whites.” 
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Library News 
There will be a new book order put in at the end of the month. I’m 
trying to beef up our young adult collection for the Middle School and 
our upper elementary collection as well. Look for the new titles in the 
library in the coming year. 
 

Ms. Schmidt 
Students have been working on multiplication strategies, order of 

operations, algebra, writing good paragraphs, and reading with 

fluency. She is excited to see who will be our new student council 

representative. 

Ms. Ginn 
The class is working on IXL. Some of the 4th graders are doing a book 

club.  

Art 
The 8th graders are making children books.  Miss. Mitchel says she 

loves when a student loves art.  

P.E 

Mrs. Anderson is planning to play floor hockey and volleyball she says  to  

be safe when playing sports and remember the 3 b’s  be safe, be 

responsible, be respectful. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Why can't you take a turkey to church? 

         Because they use such FOWL language 

 

What are the feathers on a turkey's wings called? 

                                Turkey feathers 

 

What's the best dance to do on Thanksgiving? 

                                 The turkey trot 

 

How can you make a turkey float? 

You need 2 scoops of ice cream, some root beer, and a turkey 

 

Which side of the turkey has the most feathers? 

                                      The outside 

Why did they let the turkey be in the band? 

                                              He had the drumsticks 

http://www.free-pet-wallpapers.com/free-pet-wallpapers/free-pet-desktop-backgrounds/451027045.jpg
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By Brian Bishop 

This is Mrs. Sam’s first year teaching at DeSmet School, but she did 

teach preschool the year before. She likes that the classes are small, 

so she can learn the student’s names faster and she thinks the kids 

are nice. On her free time she likes to bake, read, and hike with her 

pets. She wanted to become a teacher, because she likes to help 

kids. Mrs. Sam’s favorite thing about teaching is the funny things 

that kids say and do.  She also likes the challenges the teaching 

brings. Mrs. Sam grew up in South Dakota in a small town where 

everyone knew each other.  She went to college at Christian 

University in Colorado.  

By Isaiah Silveira 

Mr. Beason has been teaching for about 20 years. Mr. Beason likes 

DeSmet, because it is a small school.  He likes working with small 

groups and it is easier to know people. He likes to hunt, fish, bike, ski, 

and do things with his daughter in his free time.  His hobbies are 

hunting, skiing, and biking. Mr. Beason had good teachers when he 

was a kid so that is what made him want to be a teacher. He grew up 

in Great Falls and Helena. He went to MSU in Bozeman.  He said it 

had good teaching skills and good skiing hills.  His favorite thing 

about teaching is getting kids to be physically active which makes 

their brain stronger. He loves to get to teach PE and Health. 
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By Isaiah Silveira 

Mikayla is one out of the eighteen 8th graders.  Mikayla has been going to 

DeSmet since Kindergarten. She likes it at DeSmet because DeSmet is a 

small school and it is easier to know everyone.  Mikayla’s favorite subject 

is math because it challenges her. Her favorite teacher is her advanced 

math teacher, Mr. Dalton, because she likes the way he teaches math.  

Mikayla’s favorite sport is volleyball because she gets to hang out with 

friends. Mikayla hangs out with her family and friends during her free 

time. Mikayla has four cats named Spook, Harold, Kit, and Oden. She also 

has a Chinese pug named Ellie. Mikayla has two siblings, an older brother 

and an older sister. Mikayla plans on going to Hellgate High School. Her 

future plans are to graduate high school and go to college with a volley 

ball scholarship. Mikayla’s goals in life are to be successful and to have a 

family. Mikayla is a good student and will be missed.  

 By Tyler Wilson 
 

I have been going to DeSmet for 3 or 4 months but I used to go to 

Lawrence Jones in California. I like it here because it is a small school and 

the teachers are nice. My favorite sport is basketball because I can work 

out my frustrations on the court. In my free time, I play basketball and 

hang out with my friends. I am going to go to Big Sky high school. My 

future plans are to go to a good college and become a veterinarian. My 

goals in life are to be a good role model for younger children. I have 3 

brothers and 1 sister. I have one pet cat. Her name is Kitty. My favorite 

subject in school is math. Last summer I hung out with friends, I played 

basketball, went to a water park and also hung out with my family. My 

hobbies are basketball, volleyball and a little bit of soccer and boxing. My 

favorite teacher is Ms. Ray, because she teaches very well and she’s 
funny. 
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DESMET SCHOOL 
6355 Padre Lane  

Missoula, MT 59808 406-549-4994 

Padre Beacon  Staf f  

S t a f f  

This paper is created and 

published by students of the 

Publishing Class and Club. The 

purpose of this paper is to inform 

the DeSmet Staff, Students and 

Parents to what we see 

happening here at DeSmet.  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.desmet.k12.mt.us/index.html 

 

November 2nd Madison Crandall 

November 7th Sayda Staber 

November 20th Payton Hudson 

November 21st Shaiann Collins 

November 23rd Brandon Gardiner 

November 25th Brian Bishop 

November 26th Grace Daniel 

November 28th Cael Shepard 

November 30th Connor Calkins 

November 30th Victoria Charles 

December 6th Jonny Schneider 

December 8th Ryan Herr 

December 13th Athena Dugger-Livni 

December 17th Chance Shulzitshi 

December 24th Kodie Hirst 

December 24th Maureen Scheaffer 
 

  Buy 1 Combination Dinner 
& receive the 

2nd Combination Dinner 
at ½ Price! 

Now Serving Beer & Wine 

2221 South Avenue 549-3651 / 11am – 8pm Mon-Thurs / 11am – 9pm Fri – Sat 

Combination dinner must be of equal or lesser value. Must present coupon when ordering. 
Offer good as 2221 South Avenue West, Missoula. Only one dinner per customer. 

Editor: Mikayla Bronec      
Brian Bishop          Hunter Burrell                   
Isaiah Silveira            Julyan StandingRock        
Tyler Wilson              Nathen Mallo 
Zach Sandau        Colton Shoen 
Tony Silveira             Gwen Charles 
Karren Martinez 

http://www.desmet.k12.mt.us/index.html

