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We Shine the Light on DeSmet School 
News! 

By Hunter Burrell 

The winter concert was a great success!  Parents were 
excited to see what a great job their children did in the 
concert.  The seventh and eighth grade choir sung 
priceless song such as “Here we come a caroling”, “The 
First Noel”, “Silent Night”, and last but not least, “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas”.  The band also did a 
wonderful job playing, especially at playing Holiday 
Medley!  The eighth grade bake sale at the concert was a 
great success as well. The Kindergarteners, the First 
grade, Second grade, Third grade, Fourth grade, the Fifth 
grade and the Sixth grade did a great job as well. All the 
kids did a good overall job at the concert! 

By Mikayla Bronec 
 
If you missed last Year’s Science Fair, you are in luck! The Second Annual 

Science Fair will take place February 12th from 6:30-7:30 pm; everyone is 

welcome. There will be participants from all different grade levels some of 

the Elementary and all of the Middle School Students. All elementary 

students are welcome to participate. All Middle School students will have 

projects and be present to answer any questions during the Science Fair.  

Last year we had over 50 participants from single, group entries to whole 

class entries in the Science Fair.  These entries covered all aspects of 

science from Earth, Life, and Physical Science. Last year’s Science Fair 

was a Blast and very informative for all age levels. This year we expect a 

lot more students will join in the fun.  

 If you are interested in participating in the Science Fair the information 

packet can be pick up in the office or from your classroom teacher. We 

also have project white boards available for purchase for $5.00.  You can 

also purchase them at Michaels, Staples, Target and Wal-Mart in white and 

different colors. Happy experimenting and see you at the Science Fair! 
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By Mrs. Andres 
 As many of you are aware Montana adopted the Common Core Standards and schools are beginning to implement these standards. I 

will try to share a few facts with you about the Common Core Standards in the next few weeks. 
 

Montana Common Core Standards- Parent Fact Sheet 
 

What are the Montana Common Core Standards? 
The Common Core State Standards will replace our current state standards in English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social 

Studies, Science and Technical Subjects, and mathematics. The common Core State Standards are a set of high quality academic 

expectations that define both the knowledge and skills all students should master by the end of each grade level in order to be on track 

for success in college and career. They were created through a state-led initiative and have been adopted by more than 40 states, 

including Montana. 
 

 the standards establish consistent learning goals for all students - regardless of where they lives - so children will stay on track 

in school when moving from one state to another.  

 with a clear road map of academic expectations, students, parents and teachers can work together toward shared goals  

 the standard are relevant to the real world, focusing on the knowledge and skills students will need to succeed in life after high 

school, in both post-secondary education and a globally competitive workforce  

 a diverse team of teachers, parents, administrators, researchers and content experts developed the Common Core to be 

academically rigorous, attainable for students, and practical for teachers and districts  

 the Montana Common Core Standards form a foundation for literacy instruction in history/social studies, science and technical 

subjects  
 

What do the Standards Mean for Me? 

 with the Common Core Standards, parents will know exactly what their children should learn by the end of each grade level  

 establishing clear expectations for students will better enable parents, teachers and students to work together toward shared 

goals  

 the common Core shifts instructional intent from high school completion to college and career readiness for every student  

 when the standards are fully implemented, parents will see that each grade covers fewer topics, but teaches content in much 

greater depth  

 over the next several years, curriculum and assessments will evolve to align with the Common Core  

 with the Common Core, parents can be assured that their students are learning to the same high quality standards as other 

students in Montana and across the country 
 

What Can Parents Do Now? 

The standards will be fully implemented in Montana by 2015. In the meantime, we can make changes to instruction that will prepare 

students for the Common Core while helping them succeed on current state assessments. In order to lay the groundwork for a smooth 

transition to the new standards, parents can.... 

 learn about the Common Core state Standards and Montana's transition plans  

 meet with your child's teacher to discuss what your child will be learning over the coming year and how classroom instruction 

will shift to align to the Common Core  

 Play an active role in your child's education at home. If you notice your child is struggling in a certain area, consult with his or 

her teacher to identify strategies and resources that might be helpful  

 educate other parents about the transition to the Common Core  

 explore opportunities to become actively involved in the Common Core transition through your state and local Parent Teacher 

association. PTAs in select cities throughout the country are holding sessions to help parents better understand the standards, 

and equip them with advocacy skills to support the standards' implementation  
 

The Road Ahead...  

 As a fully state-led effort, implementation of the standards is completely in the hands of states and districts. However, many 

states are taking advantage of the opportunity to work together, particularly by participation in at least one of two coalitions - 

the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium and the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

- to develop assessments that will include summative test in addition to formative assessments. Montana is a member of 

SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium. New assessments will be in place in 2014-15 and will replace 

existing summative assessments in English Language Arts and math.  

 you can find this fact sheet and additional information about Common Core Standards on the Office of Public 

Instructions website at: www.opi.mt.gov  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opi.mt.gov%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNrl5L0TN84kn38dlnHH4lvJc_QA


 

Page 3 of 12 
 

Go Padres!! 

Padre Beacon 
Padre Beacon 

 

 

 

  

  First let me say… !!!  

 

     I hope y’all had a Wonderful Holiday break.  Now it’s back to 

school.  Yippee!     

     How about a New Year’s Resolution to… always do your homework 

and turn it in on time?  Help your parents do chores around the house?  

Say something nice to 5 people every day?  Open the door for 

someone?  Say ‘please’ and ‘thank you?’  Eat dinner without 

complaining?  Use good table manners?  Go to bed at a decent time?  

Take a shower and brush your teeth without being asked?  Don’t fight 

with your siblings, well as much!?  Do something nice for someone just 

because?  Hug your family or friend?  Smile? 
    

                                      I promise to Smile every day!   

                                        Love your health aide, Millie                           

 

By Colten Shoen  

 

The School Board feels that the safety of the students and staff are of the utmost importance.  
Some safety measures that have already been put in place are the buzzer system on the doors. 
We have heard many positive comments from parents, teachers, volunteers and delivery 
personal about our new "buzz in" system.   Also, a safety film was applied to the first grade, 
kindergarten and Principal's office windows.  The school board also approved the safety film for 
the staff’s work room and the front doors.  Additionally, the school board is looking into other 
safety measures for the gym and all outside windows and doors.  The school board and all 
DeSmet staff are reviewing and updating a final draft of the Safety Procedure Handbook.  The 
final reading and vote for approval of this handbook will take place during the February meeting 
of the DeSmet School Board of Trustees. 
Thank you to everyone who takes school safety seriously. 
  

Helpful Healthy Hints! 
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By Isaiah Silveira and Josh Sailas 
 

Mrs. Smoke expects all of the eighth graders to finish middle school successfully and 

be prepared for High School. She says that all the 8th graders are starting to begin 

their transition to high school. The students are getting to know about all the high 

schools in the districts. February 13th the 8th graders are going to visit the high 

schools that they are going to attend. The students are getting to know where 

everything is at in the high school. 

   In leader ship club they are working on a couple of service projects. The club 

members are having a good time mentoring younger students. 

The character counts theme this month is caring. The K – 5th graders have been doing 

lessons about caring and friendship for the school. 

 

By Brian Bishop  

The cooks would like to welcome us to the New Year. In December they 

got a new mixer. They would like to thank the Booster Club for their 

donation and the Clark Fork Church for their donation. 

-Miss. Kim and Miss. Ashley  

By Isaiah Silveira and Josh Sailas 
 

“The season starts Tuesday January 8th,” says Mr. Fox. The team is going to do great 
this year and he wants the team to learn and have fun.  Mr. Fox says, “I am glad that 
the three stars from last year’s basketball team Isaiah, Tyler, and Vinny are back as 
well as the new guys.” 

By Mikayla Bronec 
 

Student Council has begun hot cocoa sales on January 15th, during morning recess. Cocoa sales will 
take place every Tuesday and Thursday on the playground, just outside Art room. Prices are $.50 a 
cup. Yum! 
  

In addition, they are selling everyone's favorite cured meat, Old Trapper beef jerky strips (original 
flavor) from Mr. Pepperoni himself. The strips are one ounce, and cost is $1.00. Interested? Swing by 
the Art room! 
  
Please help support our kiddos and our school by enjoying some deliciousness on occasion. 
Many thanks!!! 
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Kindergarten  
By Gwen Charles and Athena Tabayoyon 
This month kindergarten has just finished a unit on penguins, which the 

students enjoyed very much. They also are just finishing learning shapes in 

math. They are soon looking forward to learning to spell and read their 

spelling words. January has been a good normal month for Kindergarteners. 

Good job students and Mrs. Williams! 
 

1st Grade 
They are reading for pizza Hut Pizza. They are also working on January 

calendars. Ms. Pettit is hoping for IXL practice at home for math. In science 

they are just beginning an animal unit with classifying animals. An 

upcoming event for students will be soon to be working on a unit of polar 

bears and penguins. A few reminders for 1st graders and parents are 

students are welcome to bring tennis shoes or slippers to wear inside instead 

of clunky boots all day. Please try our best to keep gloves together at school. 

Parents, please try to keep in a safe spot so they don’t get lost. Thank you to 

all and nice job 1st grade! Keep it up. 
 

2nd Grade 

This month Second grade is doing a report on the movie Planet Earth. The 

students get to choose their own animals to study the will be working in the 

computer lab soon. They soon will be studying Martin Luther King and 

what he did. Currently they are studying geography map guides.  Ms. Ebbs 

says second graders are doing very well in their math timings. Right now 

they are completing AR Contract for the end of the semester. They are doing 

very well and working hard. This month they will be introducing the 

Missoula marathon for the school. Second grade is doing well and working 

hard so give a shout out to Ms. Ebbs and all the second graders! 
  

3rd Grade 

Third grade is working on many things. In math they are starting to learn 

multiplication and they are catching on to it very well! In science the third 

graders are working on constellations and in social studies they are studying 

maps, and just learning how to read an atlas. In reading class third grade is 

currently learning how to visualize when they read a story or a book. For 

writing class the students are writing poetry.  Soon the class will be working 

on a science project for the science fair they are unsure of what it is yet but 

will be working on it later. Also welcome Ms. B to third grade she will be 

with the third grade until March of 2013. Yay third grade!  
 

4th Grade 
Fourth grade is studying the South and East region of the United States in 

Social Studies, in Math they are multiplying double digit numbers by bigger 

numbers, and in Science they are learning about matter. On the 1
st
 of 

February they are going to the Missoula symphony. 
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5th Grade 
Fifth grade is learning how to convert units and is working hard on Ixl. They are 

also starting book clubs sometime in January to improve their reading. 
 

Math 
On Wednesday, February 27

th
, a group of 8

th
 grade students will be attending the 

Montana Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM) Contest. The Contest will 

be held at the University of Montana Campus. The Contest provides students the 

opportunity to Show case their math skills. 

Science  
Sixth grade up through 8

th
 will be doing a Science Fair which will be due a week 

before February 12, the Science Fair contestants can win a ribbon 1
st
 through 3

rd
 

place and the 1
st
 place winner will get to compete  at the University of Montana 

State Science Fair. 
 

Social Studies 
Eight graders are learning about events leading up to the American Revolution. 

Seventh grade is learning about the Magna Carata and the Bubonic Plague. Sixth 

grade is learning about Ancient Egypt. 
 

Library News 
Middle school students are all doing something different this trimester. 8th graders 

are writing book reviews to share with their class mates. 7th graders are beginning 

a research project. 6th graders are starting to learn about classic novels. The 6th 

grade is reading Treasure Island by Robert Lois Stevenson, a classic novel. More 

new books are in the library. Also a new book order will be going out soon. 
 

Ms. Schmidt 
Mrs. S’s writing students are getting pen-pals from foreign countries! Some of the 

countries they’re getting pen-pals from are Australia, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, 

Scotland, Korea, England, Italy, Denmark, and Japan. Mrs. S’s class is very 

excited to be getting pen-pals from different places around the world. 

 
 

Ms. Ginn 
Mrs. Ginn’s class is getting ready to their Winter Dibels Reading Assessments for 

grades K-5
th

. They’re excited to start “Walk to Math” in grades 3-5
th

 to improve 

the math skills of all of the students. She is so proud of all of her students. “They 

are working hard and making progress,” Mrs. Ginn said. 
 

Art- 
By Julyan Standing Rock 

She wants to challenge children to reach their artistic potential threw a variety of 

fun and creative projects. 

 

  

By Tony Silveira 
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Q: How do you make seven an even number?  

A: Take the s out! 

Q: Why are ghosts bad liars?  

A: Because you can see right through them 

Q: What dog can jump higher than a building? 

A: Any dog, buildings can't jump! 

 

Q: why did the elephant paint himself different 

colors?  

A: so he could hide in the crayon box  

Q: What's black and white and makes a lot of noise?  

A: A zebra with a drumkit.  

Q: How do you make a fruit punch? 

A: Give it boxing lessons. 

Q: Why did the sheep go to the movies? 

A: To get some snaaacks   

Q. What lies at the bottom of the sea and shakes? 

A. A nervous shipwreck!   

Q. What do you call a sheep that is covered in 

chocolate? 

A. A Hershey baaaaaar! 

 

P.E-  
By Julyan Standing Rock 

What made her love sports was because she spent time with her friends. It is fun when her 

friends play and it is a great way to get in shape. In addition, the 8th grade Health unit 

will talk about healthy habits and make brochures. Jump rope for heart will be coming 

back next month so that is good news. 
 

Music- 
Band students are required to bring their instrument, music and pencil every day. 

Practice slips are due at the next class. Homework assignments are due at the next class. 

Concert Reviews are due by the end of the quarter. Attendance is mandatory at each 

Concert. 
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By Brian Bishop 

This is Miss Libby’s second year teaching as a Para. 

She likes the school because the kids and teachers 

are very nice to her. On her free time she likes to 

take hikes, she cooks, reads, and takes pictures of 

the wilderness. She grew up in White Fish. Her 

favorite thing is when she learns something from the 

kids. 

By Zach Sandau 

Mrs. Karry has been teaching two years at DeSmet. She likes 

it at DeSmet because it is a tiny school so she can get to know 

everyone well. She mostly does school work she likes to travel 

and in the summer camp and raft. She likes to read and 

garden. She took the Para to have more practice teaching. 

She grew up in Seeley Lake. Mrs. Karry went to college at the 

U of M then the U of O then the Governor’s University. She 

likes it when the kids understand.  Mrs. Karry went to Seeley 

Swan.  Mrs. Karry is married she has one dog a cat and 

chickens. She also has a daughter.   
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By Isaiah Silveira 

Josh has been going to DeSmet for two weeks but has been here 

before in 4th, 5th, 6th grade and partially 7th grade. He likes it 

here at DeSmet because he’s been here before. Josh’s favorite 

sport is football, because you can tackle people and occasionally 

hurt someone the other team. He plays video games and hangs out 

with his brother in his free time. He most likely will be going to Big 

Sky High School. His future plans are to be a technical engineer. 

His goals in life are to be an everyday person and not be famous. 

Josh has five brothers and five sisters. He has two dogs named 

Quilla and Chonga. And two cats named Kami and Kacey. His favorite 

subject is math. Josh stayed in his house in Nevada and rode his 

dirt bike for the summer. His hobbies are sleeping, walking, and 

more sleeping. Josh’s favorite teacher is Mr. Fox because he’s had 

him as a teacher for four years. 

 By Tyler Wilson 
 

Keana has been going to DeSmet for 3 years. She likes DeSmet 

because the teachers are chill and she has friends that go here. 

Keana’s favorite sport is volleyball because it is fun.  In her free 

time she hangs out with friends and goes on adventures. Next year 

she is going to go to Willard high school.  Her future plan is to 

become an art teacher. Her goal in life is to stay positive. She has 6 

siblings. She has 3 dogs, 3 cats, a bird, and a white bearded dragon. 

Keana’s favorite subject is math. In the summer she does a lot of 

explainable fun. Her favorite hobby is art. Keana’s favorite teacher 

is Ms. Ray because she’s funny and understanding. 
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DESMET SCHOOL 
6355 Padre Lane  

Missoula, MT 59808 406-549-4994 

Padre Beacon  Staf f  

S t a f f  

This paper is created and 

published by students of the 

Publishing Class and Club. The 

purpose of this paper is to inform 

the DeSmet Staff, Students and 

Parents to what we see 

happening here at DeSmet.  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.desmet.k12.mt.us/index.html 

 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE MONTH 
Happy Birthday to (January Birthdays) 

 1/21 Devin Hureaux  

1/28 Kyle Jensen  

1/06 Raini Langley  

1/14 Kaleb Tipton  

 1/14 Daniel Tsuber  

1/09 Jaden Collins  

  1/27 Shannon Lopes  

1/27 Tyler Wilson  

     1/23 Jarrit Bargaoisan  

 1/26 Eileen Cherry  

 1/24 Tanner Collins  

 1/04 Shawna Evans 

 
 Buy 1 Combination Dinner 

& receive the 

2nd Combination Dinner 
at ½ Price! 

Now Serving Beer & Wine 

2221 South Avenue 549-3651 / 11am – 8pm Mon-Thurs / 11am – 9pm Fri – Sat 

Combination dinner must be of equal or lesser value. Must present coupon when ordering. 
Offer good as 2221 South Avenue West, Missoula. Only one dinner per customer. 

Editor: Mikayla Bronec      
Brian Bishop          Hunter Burrell                   
Isaiah Silveira            Julyan StandingRock        
Tyler Wilson              Nathen Mallo 
Zach Sandau      Colton Shoen 
Tony Silveira             Gwen Charles 
Karren Martinez    Athena Tabayoyon 
Josh Sailas 
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